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Bylaws of the Law Librarians’ Society

ARTICLEE.

of Washington, D.C., Inc.

{As amended through December 1995)

Name

The name of this organization shall be the Law Libradans® Society of Washington, D.C,, Tnc.
{the “Soctety™). It is a chapter of the American Association of Law Libraries {the "AALL™.

ARTICLE L. Object

The Society is established for educationad, informational and scientific purposes. It shall b
canducted as a nonprofit corporation to promote fibrarianship; to develop and ncrease the effec.
tiveness of law librdans; (0 coltivate the profession of Taw Hbrarjanship; to foster a spirit of
ethical cooperation among members of the profession; and to provide for the farther continuing
education of law librarians.

ARPICLENYE WMembership, Bues, Rights and Privileges

Section 1.

Section 1.

Any person interested in lew Jibraries may become & momber of the Society by
qualifying under the provisions of one of the classes of membership.

There shall be seven classes of membership:

A. Regular Members. Any person in the District of Columbia, Maryland, er
Virginia who:

(1) is ernployed by a law library;

{2} is officially connccted with & govemnment library;

{3) isemployed in 2 gencrat beacy having a separatély maintained law section; or

(4 was engaged in such work within the Iast seven years may be elected 10 Reg-
ular membership by the Excentive Board {the “Board"} upon recommmendation
of the Membership Commities ond paywment of dues, A RegulanMembee shall
fave the right fo vole, the right to !:tclong to a Specia] Interest Section (fhe
“S1S™) and to hold any elective or appointive office {mcluémg committee
chair) in the Society, All Regufar Members shall receive Law Library L:g,*m
and e Membership Directory as pars of their membership,

B. Institutional Member. Any law library in the District of Columbia, Maryland,
or Virginia may becoms an institotional momber based upon payrnent of
anmet dues. The annual dues shall be based on the poraber of meraberships
purchased by the institutional member, who will own the memberships. The
library director shall designate individuals as members and have authority to
transfer the membership to other Hbrary staff members. Such designated
members shall have the rights and privileges of Regular Members.

C. Sustining Mernbers, Any person who otherwise qualifies as 2 Regular
Member but who resides outside the Pistrict of Colurmbia, Maryland, or Vie
ginia may be clected to Sustaining membership by the Executive Board upon
recommendation of the Membership Commmittee and payment of dues, All
Sustaining Members shall receive Law Library Ligits and the Membearship
Directory as pat of thetr membership.

I Assoctate Members. Any person not qualifying for Regular, Sustaining,
Student, or Life membership and who throogh occupation or profession is
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interested in law Tibraries and law librarfanship may be elected o Asseciate membership by the
Board upon the recommendation of the Membership Comymittes and payment of dues. Alf Asso.
ciate Members shall receive Law Library Lights and the Mentbership Directary as part of their

membership.

Section 3,

Section 4,

E. Studeat Members. Any person enrolled in x degree program in libary or
information science or law school in the District of Cobumbia, Maryland, or
Virginia may be elected to Stdent membership by the Board upon recom-
mendation of the Membership Commitiee and payment of dues. A Student
Member shall have the right to vote and the dght 10 belong to an $1S. All
Student Mermbers shall recetve Law Library Lights and the Membership
Directory as pan of their membership.

F. Life Members. Any porson who has besn a Member of the Society for at least
five years but who has retired from law library or logislative reference
etaployment and who has reached age 53 may be glected to Life Membership ~
at any election upon the rccommendation of the Nominations Committee. A
Life Member shall bave the right (o belong to an 515. All Life Members shal)
veceive Law Library Lights and the Membership Direciory as part of theic
membershig.

G. Honosary Members. Upon recomumendation of the Nomirations Commitee,
ihe Society may elect at any clection appropriate non-Members 28 Honorary
Members. All Honorary Members shall receive Law Library Liphis and the
Membership Dirgctory as part of their membership.

Duees for cach class of membership in the Society shall be determined by the
Baurd, subject to approval by twe-thisds of the Members present and vating at any
regutlas meeting of the Society, provided that a written aotive and an explanation
of the proposed dues change shnll have been mailed 10 the Members at least ten
{10) days in advance of the meeting.

Notice of dues shall be sent to Members by the Corresponding Secretary at feast
forty-five (45) days prior to the boginaing of the Socletys fiscal year, A notice of
non-receipt of dues shall be sent thirty {30) days after (he boginning of the
Society's fiscal year. Members who have not made payment by sixty (60) days
afeer the beginning of the Socisty’s fiscal year shall be suspended frorm member-
ship withoot fither notification. Suspended Mermbers may be reinstated at any
fime: upos payment of the ful curment year’s dues,

ARTICLEIV. Officers snd Bosrd of Bivectors

Section 1.

Section 2,

Section 3.

The officess shall consist of a Prosident, a Vice-Peesident/Prasident-Bleet, a Corre-
sponding Secratary, a Recording Secretary, a Treasurer and an Assistant Treas-
nree/ Tressursr-Blect, The Vice-President/President-Elect shall serve for two years,
the second year as President, The Corresponding Secretary and the Recording Sec-
refary shalt each serve two years, The Assistant Treasurer/Treasurer-Elect shall
seqve for two years, the second year as Treasurer, Officers shafl be announced af
the Annual Meeting and shalf be declared efected and shall assume office immedi-
ately, The Vice-President/President-Elect and the President must be members of
fhe AALL.

There shall be an Bxecutive Board {the “Board”), which shall consist of the offi-
cers and four members of the Board of Directors, two of whom shall be elected at
each election for a term of two years. The Chairs of the Society's Special Interest
Sections shall be non-voling ex-officio members of the Board. Meetings of the
Board shall be held a1 the call of the President,

The duties of the officers and of the Board of Directors shall be those usually
assigned 1o such offices as set forth in the tatest editton of Robert's Rules of Order
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and as cutlingd in the carrent edition of the Society's Procedyres Manual,
Business transacted at the meetings of the Board shall be reposted regulady to
the membership via Law Library Lights.

Section 4. The Directos shall use ordinary care and reasonable diligence, but shall not be
personally Hable for any debts. loss or diminytion of the Society’s funds because
of any mistake i judgmuent of otber act of failure to act in the good faith perfor-
mance of their duties, nor for any act or faiers 1o act of any one or more of the
other Birectors or of any officer selected by and acting on behalf of the Socdety,
Each of the Directors shati be sntitled to rely upon any paper or docrment
believed to be genuine and to bave been made, executed or delivered by the proger
pasties purporiing to have made, exccuted or defivered the same, and shall be eng-
tied 10 rely on the correctness of the information or statements contained theesin
without any duty to make any investigation or inquiry as to the correctness of e
same. The Directors may from time to time consult with the accounting, legal and
other counset retained by the Socisty and shall be entitled to rely upon such advice
of such counsel in thelr tespective fields of competence.

Section 5. The Society shall indemanify any person who was oris a party or is theeatened 1o
be made a party to any threatened, pending or completed action, suit os pro-
ceeding, whether civil, criminal, administrative, or investigative fother than action
by or in the right of te Society) by reason of the fact that such person s or was a
Direetor or officer of the Society against expenses (inciuding attorneys' feas),
Jjudgments, fines and amounts paid in settlement actually and seasenably incurred
by him or her in connection with such action, suitor proceeding if he or she acted
in goad feith and in a maaner he or she reasorably believed to be in, or not
opposed 1o, the best intesest of the Society, and, with tespect to any cSminal
action or procceding, had no reasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was
unlawful, The termination of any action, suit or proceeding by judzment, order,
settiement, convietion, or upsn & piea of nolo contendere or its equivalent, shall
not itself, create & presumption that the person did nos act in good falthandina
manner which he or she reasonably betieved in, or pog opposed to, the best inter-
ests of the Society and, with respest 16 any criminal zetion or proceeding, had no
repsonable canse to believe that such conduct was unlawful. To the exient that a
Director or officer has been successful on the merits or otherwiss in defense of
any action, $nit or procecding referred to in the above paragraph o in defeass of
any claim, issue or matter therein, he or she shall be indemnifies agoinst expenses
(including attorneys™ foes) actually and reasonsbly incnered in connsetion therpwith,

The Society may purchase and maindain insurance on behalf of itself or any person
who is of was a Director or officer of the Society against any liability asserted '
against such peson and incurred by him or ber in any such capacity or srising cut |
of his or her status ag such.

ARTICLE V. Commitices

Section 1. Committees may be created by the Board or by a majority vote of those present
and voting ot sny meeting of the Society. The President appaints commitive chairs
unlkess the Soclety shalf othenwise direct. Commitiee members are selected by the
President or the Chair at the discretion of the President.

Section 2. Commitness shall be of two ¢lasses: standing committees acd seleat committess,

A. Standing commitiees shall be those esiablished for purposes requiring the con-
tinuous anention of the Scciety. They shall include, but not be limited 1o,
those listed in the Procedures Manaal.

B. Select comminess shall be those established for a stated period to acenmplish
a specific sk or project.
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Secting 4,

Section 3.
Subcormittess may be created by a comunittes 10 assist in its work.

Duties. Each commitiee chair shall assume responsibility for canying out the
assignad duties of the committee by meetings, reports, and other appropriate
actions as putiined in the Procedures Manual,

ARTICLE VI, Meetings

Section X,

Section 2,

Section 3.

Section 4.

Section 5,

Regular mestings. Thene shall be at least three regular meetings sach year, One of
these shall be the annual meeting in the month of May, The date for the other v
mpetings shall be deteemined by the Board.

Special mestings iy be held at such time and placa as the Board may determing,

Notice. Merbers shall be notified of alt meetings by publication in Lights or mail
at toast ten {10} days in advance of the meating. -

Quassm, Tweaty-five voting members present shall constitute 4 guorum for the
vonducs of husiness at any meeting.

Mon-Member Attendance. Mestings of the Society shall be open to non-merabers
unless the Board or presiding officer of a meeting announces a particstlar mesting
or portions thereof ciosed to non-members. Non-members an: invited as observers
anly, unless their participation or discassion is requested by the presiding officer
of the mesting.

ARTICLE VII. Nominations and Elections

Sectipn 1,

Section 2

Section 3.

Mormnations. The beard shell sppeint a Nominations Committee of five members
{no gnz of whom shall be an officer o 2 member of the Board, and no one of
whom shall be a candidate for offics at the succeeding election).

The Nominations Committee shall nominate swo of more candidates for Vice-
Tresident/President-Elect and for Assistant Treasurer/ Treasurer-Blect, The Com-
mittes shal nominate thres or moos candidates for members of the Boaed of Diree-
1078, and shall pominate candidates as necessary for Comasponding Secretary or
Recording Secretary, Candidates for Honorary and Life Membership, if any, shall
also ba nominated af this time. Names of candidates shall be prosented By the
Nominations Committes to the Board ninety (90) days prior to the election.

Additional nominations may be made upon weiglen petition of ten (10) voting
members in good standing. Such petitions yanst be filed with the Boasd no Iater
than thisy {30} days prior to the election.

Ficctions. The Board shall appoint an Elections Compmittes to supervise the elec-
fion and tabulate the results, Ballots including the narnes of ail persons nominated
by the Nominations Comemitiea or by petition shall be mailed by the Recording
Secretary to each voting member of the Society no later than forty-five (43) days
prior 10 the end of the Beciety's fiscal year. Flection ballots shall be meeived by
she Recording Secretary ne tater than ewenty {20) days prior 10 the end of the
Sociery's fiscal year, The Elections Committee shall tabulate the results of the
election and report the results at a business session of the Annual Meeting of the
Society. A plurality shall elect, In case of a tie vote, the successiul candidate shall
be determined by lot conducted by the Elections Comimittee.

Vacancies. In the event that a vacancy occurs in the office of President, the Viee-
President/President-Elect shall amtomatically assume the office of the President for
the remainder of the term, In the ovent that a vacancy ocours in any other elective
office. the Boasd shall appoint a member to §ifl that office wtl the next election.
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ARTICLE VII. Amendments

Proposed amendments to the Bylaws must be filed with the Bylaws Revision Comminee. The
Committee will make recommendations to the Board. After an oppontunity for discussion at ane
of the theee Regular Meetings. notice of proposed amendments shall be sent 4o each voting
member of the Society, Noties of changes and batlot mist be tetumed 1o the Recording Secretary
within 23 days after they were mailed. Propesed amendments become effective when approved by
a two-thirds majority of the returned bablots. The enacted changes will be filed with AALL for

review,

ARTICLEIX. Procedure

Section L

Section 2.

ARTICLE X,

Section 1.

Sectipn 2.

Section 3.

Section 4.

Secdon 5.

Section 6.

ARTICLE X1

Partiamentary Authority, The miles contained in the current edition of Robed's
Rules of Crder shall govem.

Procedures Manual, Proceduses to mplement the articles of the Bylaws are 1o be
found in the cucrent edition of the Society's Procedures Manual.

Special laterest Sections

Special Interest Scctions may be ceeated by the Board by approving the written
petition of thirey-five (33 voting members of the Jociety. The petition shall state
the alyus of the proposed sectivn and shall affing thar the group has functioned as
e informal caucus for three years inwpediately prior 1o the filing of the writies
petition. The petition shall be accompanied by a deaft of proposed bylaws,

Membership in a particolar section will be open to Regular, Life, and Stadent
Members of the Society who meat the qualificativns of the bylaws of that Seetion,

Each Section shall adopt bylaws for is own governance. These bylaws must be
approved by the Bowed of the Society and shall not be in coaflict with the Bylows
of the Law Librarians” Society of Washingtoa, D.C., Ine.

Funds aecessary for the eperating expenses of each Section shall annually inchuds,
but aot be fimited 1o, an amount egital ro S0% of the annual does colfecied by the
Seciety for that Section, Such dues shall be in addition 10 the Sogicty”s basic
annual inembership does, Al Sections shatl charge dues, the amount of which
shall by spproved by the Board, All Funds received by a Section shall be used for
purposes incident 1o the ffiHment of the Society's ohjectives. No Section shall
incur indebtedness for the Society.

Esch Section shall ¢lect a chairperson and o treasurer 2nd any other officers which
are designated by the bylaws of the Scction. The chairpemson shall act as Haison to
the Board.

Dissolution of 2 Section may be erdered by the Bourd in one of swo ways: (1) a
majority of the Section’s membership votes 10 dissolve, and the chair of the Sec-
tion notifics the Board; and {23 after consubtation with the Section officers, the
Board itself determines thae the Section’s objectives are not baing fulfilled. Upon
dissobution, all assets of the Section shall revert 1 the Seciety.

Anti-Discrimination

Membership in the Sociery, o participation in any activity of the Society, shall not be denied
W any individual or abridged on sccounl of tace, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, disa-
bifiry, or sexual orientation.

ARTICLE X1I. Dissclution

1 the eveat

of the dissolution of the Sosiety, its assets shall be distributed 1o tax-exempt

arganizations which ¢ngage in activities consistent with the goals and spiriis of the Seciety.
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