
I 
1 

In a message to Cowmess on 
t, Amertcan 8ar Rbmary 5. 1964. Praadent & h m n  

stated that hisnew ConsumerCammfttee
effeectae  action mag&& the 

hairman, Amerlcan selfish minorlky who defraud and be-
Conunittee on the ceive consumers." The President further 

stated: 

or irnpoedble by deceptive or eonfueingpack-
dinator. Almeds aging and labeUng* me shopger -t to beable to tell at a glance what ie In the psek-

age, how much of It them te, and how much 
It costs. We do not seek monotonous con-

IN-PACICAGING 

has been introduced as far back as the US, Democrat, of Illinals, sbill on whtch 
87th Congress, and Presidents Kennedy hearings have been held since 1860 be-
and Johnson have both urged passage fore the 6 3 u ~ i t t e eon Production 
of these bills. and Stabilization of the Committee on 

President Kennedy, in a message to sfmi-Banking and Currency. N u m e ~ ~ u s  
Congress in March 1962, asked for law, iar bil;; have been introduced in the 
to proteet consumers, particularly House of Representatives, but there has 
against the marketing of unsafe goods been no committee action on any of them 
and against misleading or fahe edver- asof this date. 

1 The purpose of this legislation fsto re-
quire anyone who extwds credit or l a d s  



but fs r dleolseure measure that would 
allow the imiaal oonaumer to corn-
.the eas& of-credlt frotn various sources 
and make sn intelligent decision. Buch 
information WOUICI help him to dmide 
whether or not to borrow. my carsh, or 
save toward the pmh88e instead. 

As B e a r  Dowwrpr eo succinctly
phreeed it: 

We would apply the same c0ndltid.M to 
thorn who sell the uee of money ss we re- 
quits Irom those who eel1 goads. We trxpect 
the mUer of bntakfrmt food to st  lea88 atate 
thb quaatit7 W ths W e e  on the pwkage. 
We expaat the butcher to llet the price per 
pound fcr the meet he mlla. We expect the 
gasoUne dealer ta dlaclase the prlce pkr gsl-
lon he charm for gasoline. We expwt food 
stores to post the price for mlu per quart at 
tne retall level. Why ahould not we expect 
the lender or crerlit extender to pa@t his 
priceLoa BimSlar isehlon? 

In the hearings on truth-in-le,ndfng 
bills, the committee members have lit-
erally been ehocked to And consumers 
pegku over 100 percent, sometime3 over 
200 percent. rates of interest for rappli- 
ancee or automobiles. Most comanonly, 
the true interest in cmes brought belore 
them ran in the 60 fa 10 percent bracket, 
what with padding end fictitlou~ fees 
added on. The committees have also 
found a link between the undelworld 
snd the growing loan-shark racket, and 
the ultimate oonclusions of m w  Con- 
gressrnen hove been that the present 
system aodtlles the unethical who would 
be driven out of buslnem by more honest 
dealers if disclosure legislation were 
Passed. 

Benator DOUGLASh a  stated that his 
truth-in-lendlng bill will enable the con-
W e r  to shop intelligently for the best 
credit deal since all the facts must be 
BFeEenkd. Thereby, the lowest interest-
rate dealers would get more businen and 
the consumer would have more money to 
spend on other things. It is unforttmate 
that the poor and the minority muips 
are the most preyed upon by certain 
t~geeof bwdnesemen, lbut leylislatioln lilre 
%hi8w o U  not only protect e;he oomumer 
but also the ethioal businr?ssman who 
lmw out to the unscimpulourr compeki- 
&om. 

In %hewords of 8en13.tor]e)owoW~once 

WaM: 
BsslcarPly, the queation L whether wco want 

truth to prevail in the marhltplace. Men 
often faat truth, but ultlmntelry It Is ibsne-

ti^ afC&&w con-
suxuemsinsmmnerwhlch~tore-
stpstn cwmpetltionin mter~tateand for-
eign rnrnrnerce, with ~ f 3 u Z s rrefer--- tO d ~ m V 6 ,-, f d u -
lent, or unfair practices in the prOrrue-
tton. p m ~ .~acgaeing, Iabellns. 
branding, ~ v e ~ l n g ,  ofatstanent 
pritxa, anand 0 t h ~conditione of sm,mar-
keting, and furnfahlng of goom and 
ervieea to coxmumere." 

More than a doZen truth-In-packeging 
bille have been introduced the the House 
of Repre6entatAve8, spearheaded by
Chairman E~nwmaCELLER,of the Judi-
ciary Committee. 

The main thrust of these bills is to 
make it easier for the purchaser to com-
pare p r l w  on similar groducta, not to 
impose conformity on packsglng as 
claimed by opponents. Hearings have 
been held and completed on 8. 985, and 
I hope that this measure will eome be- 
fore the Senate for debate soon. 

Both of these pieces of legislation are 
of vita concern to me because of their 
immrtance to the Americsn mnsumer. 
I t  seenu to me only simple justice that 
the borrower be informed of the full in-
terest rate on h b  loan or credit pur- 
chase, just as it ie eminently fair that 
the manufacturer clearly state the true 
content and weight of his packaged 
goods. Basic issues of hone$@ are in-
volved, as well as an af&kmation of the 
principle of business competition through 
a fair disclosure of what the consumer 
is getting for his money. Truth-in-
packaging and truth-in-lending bills are 
promulgated on serg basic American 
principles: the right of the consumer to 
know what he Ls buying and the obliga- 
tion of the businessman to disclose what 
he is selling. I believe that these meas- 
urea deserve the support of ail fair- 
thinking Americans. 

I urge my colleagues to support thls 
vitally needed leghlation. 

S TO BAKALAR 
COLU1VLBUS. IND. 

gentleman from 

a capable, combat- 
Again, I believe its 

ould be reviewed. 

DJULEMR.X: I have 

Speaker,I wish 
inoreased corn-

and the Na-

hich has been 
Troop Carrier 

ce Bese, Colum-

ncm nrma healing. 1% [twar61tho *>8hlaal 
=a dotere the areleas md 1 m ~e~%hlO~u., ~ n
the end it teaeblb all but t he  hseternrlined 
andl c o ~ ~ ~ o l o wwrongdoer^. 

"%rua-fR-WkUl~lslartflon sWla rb  
'mb n  fnbdnced in the 87th. lB8th. dtssent, you write o your C O ~ V W -
md89th Congmm. B. 985 ix~t~uc~iecf men, you picket, onstrate. Has ltin 

P not OCCUIT& ia the type of to y1985 by slmbr P ~ E%aT, 
society which you ,auch persom

Of Mtehfglanr, b the pmhtyps a$' %h.h you would be amon first to be llqul-
~ ~ g n ~ ~ ~ u ' ~ ~  dated?W M C ~ae&~tswtan @%g&ds 


