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nearly a billion dollats, & substantial per-
centage of farm income.

In addition, the Department “lost"
million turkeys. TRis situation had a
price-inflating effecy on the 1966 turkey
market, and these inflated prices con-
tributed to overprodyction and depressed
prices in 1967.

In March of thig year, we were in-
formed that the figuges published by the
Department of Aggiculture underesti-
mated cattle populatjon by 2,305,000. Up~
ward revision of the| statistics depressed
prices received by faymers.

The need to imptove the estimating
process is well illusfrated by the fiuc-
tuations which have pccurred in the 1967
corn crop estimate§y which were pub-
lished in July, August, September, and
October of this year. In the State of

- Iowa, the per-acre egtimate has dropped
from 89 to 83, or 6 byishels per acre, rep-
resenting 65.7 million bushels; in Illinois
the estimate in this same period has
risen 13 bushels per facre, or 144 million
bushels; and Nebraska estimates, which
in July were 55 bughels per acre, had
gone to 72 by Octoher—a difference of
17 bushels—with total production
change of nearly 73 [million bushels be-
tween those two dates.

The effect of such Variations is obvious.
A record production| forecast results in
depressed prices. Apy portion of that
yield which does no§{ materialize repre-
sents a loss to the farmer in the foim of
lower prices during the entire period in-
volved. The initial 1867 corn crop esti-
mates released on July 10 of this year
caused an immediaff drop of from 20
to 25 cents a bushel in the corn price.

The cost of the crop and livestock esti-
mating portions of [this program have
risen from $7,470,000|in 1961 to $12,658,-
000 in fiscal 19617. If wle are going to spend
that kind of money, we deserve a better
product.

Crop-production estimates are impor-
tant to agriculture. While periodic errors
in these statistics produce demands for
elimination of Govdrmment estimating
altogether, it seems clear that in this day
and age an improvdd system is better
than none at all.

Crop reports of ome kind or another
are helpful in many frespects. They help
curb price fluctuatipns by eliminating
uncertainty of supply; they place farm-
ers and organized | dealers on equal
footing—assist in aking store-or-sell
decisions, and thos¢ regarding future
expansion or curtailinent of acres; they
anticipate deficit and surplus production
areas—thus helping distribution pattern;
they provide a key to agricultural income,
enabling others to anticipate demand for
manufactured produgts; they give finan-
cial institutions guidg4nce on lending pol-
icies; they. are essenffial to enactment of
proper agricultural ldgislation; they pro-

CHANGE IN EXISTING LAW PROPOSED

The basic authoritly for the procedure
presently used by the Crop Reporting
Board through its Sgatistical Reporting
Service to collect and evaluate statistical
data is found in parmagraph 329, section
1, chapter 6, of title Ij of the official regu-~
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lations of the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. The applicable regulation fol-
lows:
Collectlon of Information—For use in pre-
paring the officlal estimjtes of the Depart-
ment, informatlon relaflng to agriculture
shall be gathered through the Washington
and fleld offices of the Setvice, as far as prac-
ticable, from practical fagmers, as provided in
S5.C. 41la;

The U.S. Departmeht of Agriculture
issues crop estimates o the 10th of each
month during the grqwing season. The
estimates are based on]information from
about 90,000 farmers.|The typical State
mailing list includes apout 2,500 partici-
pants. Farmers file meports with State
crop reporting boardsg, where they are
tabulated, summarized, and mailed to the
Crop Reporting Board in Washington.
Here, the information from each State
is evaluated and theg results are pub-
lished.

This system needs| oversight at the
county level, to help gvoid the effects of
irregular responses frgm the farmer par-
ticipants. With this inf mind, we are pro-
posing to write into the procedure a re-
quirement that the opinions of county ex-
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criticizing what must (be the least popular
government activity. Inl my Caplitol office on
the floor above I was viditing with a man who
may be able to change [all of that, if anyone
can,

H. Rex Lee went to erican Samoa as s
governor in 1961 with finstructlons to make
ready for the first meejing on Amerlcan soil
of the Southern Pacjfic Commission. He
thought he would he i Pago Pago one year.
His job was to bulld ah auditorium, a hotel
and generally clean up what the Reader’s
Digest six weeks before [had called “America’s
Shame of the South Seqs.”

He stayed six years agd before he left there
wns another Digest argicle entliled “Ameri-
ca’'s Showplace of the )

I had known Rex Led as the able Asslstant
Commissloner of the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs and had confidende in hlm, as did other
members of our Apprdpriations Commilttee,
when he came to us sik years ago for cmer-
gency appropriations tackle not only the

December

preparation for the conference but the edu-,

cational and other prgblems of the islands..sg

He outllned for us |an educational

viston system he had

tele-
esigned which would | |

permit a few highly siilled teachers to give .

instructlon in every clfissroom via TV, to be
followed by study undgr the native teachers,
most of whom were elghth graders. We gave
him the money. Textbpoks and study plans
were developed. The system Is a tremendous

tension agents be conj
uation of the figures cq
respective counties.
county better than ti
tor?

This change would
the enactment of H.
below:

idered in the eval-
llected within their
Vho would know a
ne extension direc-

be accomplished by
R. 14251, set forth

H.R. 14251

A Dblill to amend the ac
amended, to obtaln

of March 4, 1909, as
nformation for agri-

cultural estimates frpm county extension

agents
Be it enacted by the

Senatc and House of

Representatives of thje United States of

America in Congress as
of March 4, 1909 (35 S
by deleting the comma
words “whlch shall bg
practicable from pract|

embled, That the Act
at. 1053) is amended

immediately after the
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Congressman FRANK

T. Bow, ranking mi-

Mr. HANSEN of ]l:'daho, Mr. Speaker,

nority member of t
on Appropriations,
on the activities of

e House Committee
recently commented
H. Rex Lee, a native

of Idaho and a foymer resident of my
congressional distriqgt.

The tribute made
is well deserved, and

by Congressman Bow
I join with Mr, Bow

and others in recoghizing the outstand-
ing achievements aftained and the de-
voted services provifled by Rex Lee. I re-

spectfully include Mr.

as follows:

Bow’s comments,

WASHINGTON.—Dowpstalrs the House was

debating the foreign

nid appropriations bill,

with member after

ember denouncing and

success today. Most (
speak English. Every fa
TV system.

Lee bullt a 9,000-fg
finest hotel in the So
that the Samoans part
development corporati
ly every famlly, They
hotel, a new canning
compound, all sharing
hotel is planned as touy

Under Lec’s guldan
governor have been gr
an elected legislature,
extended throughout
roads constructed and
that i{s among the mosw

Through {t all he i

Samoa for the Samoarys,

of thelr culture whild
ideas,

ministrator of AID, o
It secems almost impo.

f the Islanders now
Mmily benefits from the

jot air strip and the
ith Seas. He insisted
cipate. They formed a
bn, Including virtual-
own and operate the
plant, a public works
in the profit.”A second
{sm develops.

e the powers of the
[xdunlly transferred to
Electricity has been
L the territory, new
medical facility built
modern in the world.
sisted that we keep
preserving the best
they developed new

r foreign aid agency.
Ible to correct all of

Lee has now heen nipolnted assistant ad-

the deficiencies of that
one can do it, I think

program, but if any-

t may be H. Rex Lee.

B’nai B’rith Women Oppose the Two

Weakening Commi

ttee Amendments to

the Truth-in-Lending Legislation
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Mrs. SULLIVAN.

Mr. Speaker, I am

delighted to have the support of the ex-
ecutive board of B'nai B'rith Women for
H.R. 11601, the Consumer Credit Protec-

tion Act, and particularly for my efforts
to keep out of the final legislation two -
serious committee amendments

very

which would conceal,

rather than force

disclosure of, the comparative costs of
certain types of credit.
These loophole amendments are:

First. The revolvin

g credit exemption.

4

t
]
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under which the big retailers and others
using computerized open-end credit sys-
tems could express the percentage rate
of their finance charges on a monthly or
other periodic basis, rather than on the
annual rate basis required for all other
types of consumer credit; and

Second. The $10 exemption, under
which all firms offering consuiner credit
would not have to give any percentage
rate whatsoever on a transaction in
which the credit charge—not the total
amount of the transaction, but the credit
charge only—is not more than $10. This
would exempt loans or purchases up to
about $110, which would cover the bulk
of consumer credit transactions.

OBJECTIVES ARE THE CONCEALMENT OF RHIGIH
CREDIT RATES

The hearings of the Subcommittee on
Consumer Affairs on H.R. 11601 are re-
plete with self-serving arguments from
firms in the credit business that these
special exemptions are dictated by all
sorts of unique or persuasive reasons, but
the fact of the matter is that they both
have as their true objectives the con-
cealment of the actual rates charged for
credit.

Thus, the department stores and others
using revolving credit are determined not
to have to admit to their customers that
the 1!, percent a month most of them
charge on bills which run longer than a
specified grace period comes out to an
annual rate of 18 percent, which sounds
to most consumers to be monstrously
high. Yet the same rate, expressed as
a monthly rate of 115 percent, sounds
very low to most purchasers.

And on the $10 exemption, we were
told that this was intended to help small
business avoid some additional book-
keeping or paperwork, but neither the
Small Business Administration nor the
Department of Commerce thought such
an exemption was neecssary to help small
business, and the main and most enthu-
siastic support for the exemption came
not from small business but from very
big businesses. In fact, the bankers freely
acknowledged that without this exemp-
tion, they would have to admit to their
customers that on certain very short
term loans, the annual interest or finance
rate ran to 120 percent, compared to a
credit union’s 12 percent.

RESOLUTION OF B'NAI B'RITH WOMEN
EXECUTIVE BOARD

Mr. Speaker, under unanimous con-
sent, I submit as part of my remarks the
resolution on truth in lending adopted by
the executive board of Bmnai B'rith
Women last month, and sent to me by
Mrs. Arthur G. Rosenbluth, president,
pointing out that with these weakening
amendments adopted in the Committee
on Banking and Cwrrency, H.R. 11601
‘loses its major thrust and thereby be-
comes inadequate.”

The resolution referred to is as follows:

REsOoLUTION: TRUTH IN LENDING

Bnai Brith Women reaffirms Its support
for H.R. 11601—The Truth In Lending Act,

We further call upon the House to restore
the Important provisions on revolving credit
removed by the House Banking and Cur-
rency Committee and to delete the Senate

exemptions for credlt transactions on which
the finance charge i8 less than $10.00, With-
out these important changes, the bill loses its

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

major thrust and thereby becomes {nade-
quate,

B’'nal B’rith Women’s Executive Board au-
thorizes its International President to com-
municate to the leaders of the House and
the Chairman and members of the House
Banking and Currency Committee its deep
interest in and approval of this bill minus the
weakening amendments.

Senator Kennedy's STeecb Praising Pres-
ident Johnson Should Delight All

Democrats
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HON. DONALD J. IRWIN

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, Dedember 6, 1967

Mr. IRWIN. Mr. Speaker, I have been
somewhat tardy in my reading lately, but
I have managed to cajch up with a speech
by Senator RoeerT H. KENNEDY, of New
York, in which he stgnchly praises Pres-
ident Johnson.

The specch was given by the Senator
last June 3 at the Democratic State Com-
mittee dinner at the Americana Hotel in
New York City.

I subscribe wholehpartedly to the New
York Senatolr's lavi comments about
the President and I|am sure all Demo-
crats will be equally| delighted to learn
that Mr. KENNEDY h#s such high regard
for our Chief Executive.

Senator KENNEDY [rightly says in his
speech that President Johnson “is the
head of our Nation apd of our party, our
Commander in Chieff and our chief dip-
lomat, our Chief Exegutive and our chief
spokesman, and the| chief repository of
our hopes and our fgars, our advice and
our consent, our complaints, and, yes,
our prayers.”

Under unanimouq consent, I place
Senator KENNEDY’S sjjeech in the RECORD:

REMARKS OF HoN. RogeRT F. KENNEDY, U.S.
SENATOR FROM THE |STATE OF NEw YORK,
AT DEMOCRATIC STATE COMMITTEE DINNER,
AT THE AMERICANA HpTFL, NEw York CITY,
JuNE 3, 1967
Senator XKeNNEDY. [Mr, Presldent, Mrs.

Johngson, Mr. Vice Presfdent, Miss Johnson—

Lynda Bird, ladies a gentlemen: I have

just returned from England. I had hoped to

have the opportunity introduce President

Johnson to you, my f¢llow New Yorkers. As

you remember, just tiree years ago he was

kind cnough to come |up and introduce me
to you, so I wanted to|return the favor, and

I looked forward to doipg so.

If I may take a few
I would like to say sone of the things that
I had hoped to say pripr to the time that he
spoke.

Webster defines gredtness as largeness in
slze, being much abovg the average in mag-
nitude, intensity and portance. That defi-
nition could have beejn written for the man
who just spoke to ydu, and which I had
hoped to have the horor to introduce.

The height of his aim, the breadth of his
achievements, the recopd of his past, and the
prom!ises of his future| all these bespeak the
largeness of size, thay magnitude of effort,
that intensity of devotion, and that impor-
tance of accomplis nt. He came to lead
this nation at a time of uncertainty and dan-
ger, pouring out his qwn strength to renew
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the strength and the purpose 2f all of the
people of this natlonj and of the nation
1tself.

Since that day he hps borne the burdens
few other men have evdr borne in the history
of the world, witho hope or desire or
thought to escape them. He has sought con-
sensus, but he has neyer shrunk from con-
troversy. He has galned huge popularity, but
he has never falled to|spend it in the pur-
suit of his bellefs or thp interest of his coun-
try. He has led us to build schools and clinlcs
and homes and hospitgls, to clean the water,
and to clear the alr, rebulld the city and
to recapture the beaufly of the countryside,
to educate children andl to heal the sick and
comfort the oppressed pn a scale unmatched
in our history. This is what this country has
done under the leadership of President John-
son,

In 1964 he won the |greatest popular vic-
tory in modern times, pnd with our help he
will do so again in 19
will have by his side t
since his predecessor,

He 1s the head of o
party, our Comman
chier diplomat, our Chiief Executive and our
chief spokesman, and|the chief repository
of our hopes and our |fears, our advice and
our consent, our complaints, and, yes, ouyr
prayers. I am very proyd that we have'in our

ubert Humphrey.
r nation and of our
r-in-Ch'ef and our

midst President Lynddn Johnson, Presidént

of the United States.

Federal Aid for Llaw Enforcement
Agencies
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Wednesday, Depember 6, 1967

Mr. KEE. Mr. Speaker, under leave to
extend my remarks
clude next week’s public service radio
and television newsg¢ast, “The Kee Re-
port.” The subject discussed in this re-
port is Federal aid fto law enforcement
agencies. The report|follows:

This is Jim Kee—Yringing you the Kee
Report.

Several months ago,| the House of Repre-
sentatives, by an overy¥helming vote, passed
a bill providing substfantial Federal ald for
local law enforcement ggencles.

The primary purpose of this measure was
to help local police in [their struggle against
the current crime wavp, which has now be-
come a natlonal scandal. The deadly toll of
serious crime moves upward, year after year,
and the latest increasqd reported by the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation is a frightening
20 percent. ’

The measure passed [by the House guthor-
ized 50 mlilllons of dpllars to train police
officers in the latest mpethods of crime pre-
vention, crime detection, and crime suppres-
slon. To this, the Hofyise added another 25
millions of dollars to improve riot control in
our larger citles.

This program is urgently needed and I wish
I could report to you [that it was promptly
enacted into law. Unfertunately, the bill is
still pending in the Urited States Senate.

The most serious domestic problem in our
country is the breakflown of the normal
processes of law and ofder. This situetion is
both alarming and hymiliating to the vast
majority of American|citizens who respect

he law and take pridq in their cour.try.

There are two aspects of this problem
which are especially disturbing. Oae Is the

8. With our.help, he ¢
e best Vice President -
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